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Hello! It's great to see so many caring and compassionate people here! 

We're here to call upon the City to End Homelessness. We invited the Mayor and City Councillors to join us tonight, we asked them to attend this event, to sleep-out with us. We didn't hear anything from them. Silence. So hopefully we will make a loud enough noise tonight to get their attention…

We're here calling upon the City to make a blueprint to End Homelessness with markers and clear goals and a fixed timeline to end homelessness within 10 years, or less. 

Our campaign to End Homelessness starts from the point of view that homelessness is not something "natural" that must exist. It's not something "natural", not something that fell from the sky one day, like a plague, or a hurricane, or lightning. We know that homelessness is the result of neglect on the part of our governments to safeguard human rights for all citizens. And so we know that Homelessness can end, absolutely.

We're asking the City to make a public comittment to End Homelessness by 2015, maximum. We're asking them to do this by making a concrete plan, with steps and markers and targets. When Toronto wanted the Olympics, they wanted all of us to get on the bandwagon and root for the city, make this our civic dream. We're proposing the Ending of Homelessness as the achievable dream – a city project that is truly dignified, truly worthy, truly meaningful. This is something worth getting invovled in. Something worth doing. Think of all the things you do and how much of it is meaningful… This is meaningful.

You might ask why we're here at City Hall, and not Queen's Park. Mayor Miller has the answer to that, and I quote:

Nobody can do more to help the other orders of government come up with a workable plan than Toronto City Council and other city councils across the country. …We can’t just wait around while negotiations for a new deal for cities play out. We have to get keys into the hands of people who need homes, and we have to do it this year, not next year, or the year after that.  

The City recently endorsed a resolution to end homelessness, but without a blueprint and a concrete timeframe, these are just more empty words. Little comfort to the homeless who sleep on the street, in shelters, and on the couches of friends.

The City has done some good things, and seems to recognize at least that affordable housing is how you end homelessness. But we haven't seen action, not nearly enough. 

We've also seen a ban on "camping" in public spaces. Many homeless people who slept outside used to sleep here at City Hall, but now they're not allowed to. We believe that if people don't have private space of their own, then they should be able to use "public space". And if people are truly bothered by the signs of injustice and poverty in public spaces, they should get involved with all of us and help End Homelessness.

Tonight, we want to recall and connect with the presence not only of those visible homeless who sleep on the streets, but all the homeless people in the city. Not only the visible ones who sleep on the streets, but the large majority of immigrants, refugees, families, children, seniors, single mothers who sleep in shelters, in motels, on the couches of friends. 

We feel some kind of solidarity with the unhoused people of our city. We feel them as our neighbours, as fellow citizens, as people like us, even if our living situations may be very different. It's worth reflecting on this feeling of solidarity, on closeness to people one doesn't even know… Take a moment to recognize it. Take a moment to recognize what you're doing. It's worth deepening this feeling, and making it grow, and applying it to our daily lives.

We've come tonight moved by a diffuse sense that "something needs to be done", but also by a sense that our actions have meaning, by a sense that what we do matters, not just in "political actions" like this one, but in every day life. And this sense that one's actions do matter, that sense is a force that is growing in many people, and one day when that force is directed toward social ills like homelessness and poverty, then we of Humanize Toronto truly believe that nothing will be able to stop it.

This may not be the most comfortable sleep of your year, but it will be the most meaningful. And that, my friends, should keep all of us very warm inside tonight.

Thank you very much.

