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The Honourable David Miller, Mayor of Toronto
Toronto City Hall

100 Queen St. West, 2nd floor

Toronto ON  M5H 2N2

September 15, 2005

Dear Mayor Miller,

I am writing to you on behalf of the all-volunteer group Humanize Toronto, and we would like to present to you, in person, a petition to End Homelessness. We began this project some months ago because we realize that while the city supports various projects for the homeless, there is no consistent plan of action to solve the problem.

Our petition calls upon the City of Toronto to make a public commitment and a plan to End Homelessness by no later than 2015. Over 2200 people have endorsed it. 

Earlier this year, the city of Red Deer in Alberta made a declaration to End Homelessness within ten years. Our proposal is that Toronto do the same. 

While Toronto cannot end homelessness alone, there is more the City could be doing. The first thing to do to end homelessness is to come up with a plan with milestones and a target date, drawing on the vast knowledge within the city on how to house the houseless. To be sure, homelessness is a complex matter and there is not one simple solution to it, or one single explanation for why people end up without a home. But one simple thing can be said: all homeless people need housing. Build enough truly affordable housing, and we will be more than halfway there.


A clear plan to End Homelessness would be a meaningful and worthy city project, a project all Torontonians could get behind and be proud of, a civic goal of national consequence, and a real step forward for human rights. As you no doubt understand, if we don't start planning to end homelessness, homelessness will never end.


My colleagues and I from Humanize Toronto look forward to meeting with you, and the more than 2000 people who signed this petition look forward to hearing from you as well.

We thank you very much for your kind attention.

Sincerely, 


Roberto Verdecchia

For Humanize Toronto
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