Deputation to Community Services Committee

Thursday September 15, 2005

Hello everyone. Thank you for giving Humanize Toronto the time to address this Committee.

Humanize Toronto is an all-volunteer grassroots group with a humanist orientation. That is, we believe that human beings should be the central concern of society, above money, the State, economic factors, gods or other beliefs. This means that in our work at the city level, we're primarily concerned with issues of Real Democracy – we did campaigns to get public input into the city budget; the Environment – last year we brought forward a motion to have TTC be free on Smog Days; and Human Rights – that is, housing and homelessness.

My presentation will be brief. I'm here to present you with our petition to End Homelessness. A few months ago we began a petition campaign to End Homelessness because we realize that while the city has launched various important initiatives for the homeless, there is no consistent municipal plan of action to solve the problem within a given timeframe. 

Specifically, our petition calls upon the City of Toronto to make a public commitment and a working plan to End Homelessness by no later than 2015. 

Over a few months, on weekends and evening after work, we went to the streets with our petition and spoke to thousands of people. Over 2200 people have now endorsed this Call to the City. 

Earlier this year, as you may know, the city of Red Deer, Alberta made a declaration to End Homelessness within ten years. With their example, with our petition, and with all the other voices in the city calling for an End to Homelessness, it is our hope that Toronto will do the same.

While Toronto cannot end homelessness alone, there is more the City could be doing. The first thing to do to is to come up with a plan with milestones and a target date, drawing on the vast knowledge within the city on how to house the houseless. To be sure, homelessness is a complex matter and there is not one simple solution to it, or one single explanation for why people end up without a home. But one simple thing can be said: all homeless people need housing. Build enough truly affordable housing, and we will be 90% of the way there.

We have made a request to the Mayor to present him with the actual signed copies of the petition, so I leave you here a copy of the 2200 plus signatures, in the hopes that this Committee will make a recommendation to Council to make a public commitment and a working plan to end the dehumanizing disaster of Homelessness in our city by no later than 2015.


A clear plan to End Homelessness would be a meaningful and worthy city project, a project all Torontonians could get behind and be proud of, a civic goal of national consequence, and a living step forward for human rights. As you no doubt understand, if we don't start planning to end homelessness, homelessness will never end.

On behalf of Humanize Toronto and more than 2000 people of the City who are behind us, I thank you for your time and wish you well in your work. 
